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The Desertification and Drought Day has been established by the United Nation in 1994 to promote the public 
awareness on international efforts to fight desertification.  
 
Desertification is a complex process of loss of soil fertility and productivity in agricultural systems and of 
degradation of natural resources directly or indirectly caused by human activities (pollution, overexploitation 
of lands, overgrazing, deforestation, wildfires, irrigation with saline water). June 17 is a unique moment to 
remind that the mitigation of land degradation can be achieved through a strong involvement and 
cooperation of communities at all levels. 
 
The focus of this edition of the DD-day is the restoration of degraded lands. To stop and reverse the loss of 
fertile soils, it is mandatory to design healthy agro-ecosystems, also for a quick recovery from the pandemic. 
This is an investment for the creation of jobs and to enhance climate change adaptation capacity. 
 
On the DD-day, the Desertification Research Centre (NRD) at the University of Sassari holds a webinar on 
June 17, divided into two sessions: 

− The first session, “From degradation to soil recovery” (10AM CEST, Italian only), aims at asking to 
institutions and experts developing new low-cost technologies for the decontamination and 
phytoremediation of industrial and land mining areas. New digital and geopositioning technologies, 
couples with low-cost bioremediation technologies, can provide unique opportunities to out-scale 
such techniques from the lab to a wide range of contaminated land. Among others, the Rizobiorem 
project will be showcased. The project aims at developing new, environmentally friendly and socially 
acceptable protocols for the sustainable management using a cross-cutting approach, including the 
economic aspects. Rizobiorem is designed to restore ecosystem services in completely degraded 
areas. The project is coordinated by the University of Napoli Federico II in partnership with the Italian 
National Research Council (CNR) in Bari and the Universities of Napoli Federico II, Bari and Sassari. 
Among other speakers, the invited speakers are Federico Araneo (Italian Institute for Environmental 
Protection and Research ISPRA), Paolo Littarru and Alessandro Murgia (Environmental Office of 
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Regione Sardegna), Massimo Mulas (Mayor of Porto Torres, Italy), Paola Castaldi (NRD University of 
Sassari), Massimo Fagnano (Federico II University, Napoli).  

− The second session, “Science meets the Great Green Wall Initiative” (2PM, English only), will gather 
international experts to discuss the potential contribution of scientific communities to the 
restoration of degraded soils and to the “green recovery”. Experts will show best practices of 
cooperation, interdisciplinary and international scientific research aimed at tackling global challenges 
in sub-Saharan Africa: climate change, water and food insecurity, poverty, conflicts, forced migration. 
The Great Green Wall Initiative will be illustrated. This is literally a green wall crossing over 8000 km 
in the Sahel, representing a symbol for a global fight against environmental degradation. The EWA-
BELT Horizon2020 Project, a “collaboration belt” between six east and west African countries for the 
sustainable intensification of agricultural systems. The new International PhD course on 
Desertification and Land Degradation will be illustrated, that promotes the exchange of experiences 
between young researchers between the University of Sassari, two universities in Burkina Faso and 
one University in Ethiopia. Invited speakers include: Jorge Batlle-Sales (FAO-INSAS), Nora 
Berrahmouni (FAO Regional Office for Africa), Robin Duponnois (Com.Scient.Français 
Désertification), Ahmed Elmekass (AU SAFGRAD, African Union Comm.), Elvis Paul Nfor Tangem 
(GGW for Sahara and Sahel), Rosa Maria Poch (ITPS FAO Global Soil Partnership), Pierpaolo Saporito 
(OCCAM), Giovanna Seddaiu (NRD University of Sassari). 

 
The event will be livestreamed on the YouTube Channel of the University of Sassari (unisstube) and on the 
Facebook pages @desertnetinternational, @nrd.uniss and @desertificazione. 
 
 

 
 

http://www.ewabelt.eu/
http://www.ewabelt.eu/
https://www.youtube.com/user/unisstube
https://www.facebook.com/desertnetinternational/
https://www.facebook.com/nrd.uniss
https://www.facebook.com/desertificazione

